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EDWARD EVERETT HALE 

"The Man Without a Country” ap¬ 
peared in the December, 1863 issue 
of the Atlantic Monthly. Soon after 
it was published, its author, Edward 
Everett Hale, discovered that the 
story had a life of its own. He began 
getting mail from people who said 
they had seen Philip Nolan or known 
him at some time. Hale was rather 
surprised, since he knew that Philip 
Nolan had never existed. 

In 1888, Hale wrote: “I have heard 
that at one bureau of the Navy De¬ 
partment they say that Nolan was 
pardoned, in fact, and returned home,' 
to die. At another bureau, the answer 
to questions is that though it is true 
an officer was kept abroad all his life, 
his name was not Nolan. A lady in 
Baltimore wrote me, in good faith, 
that Nolan had two widowed sisters 
residing in that neighborhood: 

“With all . these suggestions the 
reader need not occupy himself. I can 
only repeat that my Philip Nolan is 
pure fiction. I remembered, when I 
was collecting material for my story, 
that in General Wilkinson’s Mem¬ 
oirs, is frequent reference to a busi¬ 
ness partner of his of the name of 
Nolan, who, in the very beginning of 
this century, was killed in Texas. 
Whenever Wilkinson found himself 

in rather a deeper bog than usual, he 
used to justify himself by saying that 

charge because ‘the papers referring 
to it were lost when Mr. Nolan was 
imprisoned in Texas.’ 

“Finding this mythical character 
in the mythical legends of a mythical 
time, I took the liberty'to give him a 
cousin, rather more mythical, whose 
adventures should be on the seas. The 
story passes on ships which had no 
existence, is vouched for by officers 
who never lived. Its hero is in two or 
three places at the same time.” 

Edward Everett Hale was born on 
.April 3, 1822. He came from a dis¬ 
tinguished family. His great-uncle 
was Nathan Hale, the Revolutionary 
War hero. Edward Everett, the uncle 

mous speaker who became governor 
of Massachusetts, Secretary of State 
and United States senator. 

Young Hale began his school ca¬ 
reer early - when he was two years 
old. He entered Harvard College at 
the age of thirteen. 

Eventually, Hale became a minis¬ 
ter. In 1856 he accepted a post with 
the South Congregational Church of 
Boston, where he preached for over 
forty years. During this time he 
wrote and edited many stories for 
adults and for children. Besides “The 
Man Without a Country,” he also 
wrote “My Double and How He Out¬ 
did Me” and “Ten Times Ten Is 
One.” 

In 1903, Hale was elected Chap¬ 
lain of the United States Senate. He 
died in Boston on June 10, 1909, at 
the age of eighty-seven. 



BURNING THE PHILADELPHIA 

the m 
of you wish to join me 

Lieutenant Stephen Decatur looked 
about him. In answer to his question, 
every single man aboard his ship 
stepped forward to volunteer. 

For years, merchant ships of all 
nations had been attacked in the 
Mediterranean Sea by pirates from 
the Barbary Coast of North Africa. 

hand-to-hand fighters in the world. 
Finally, the United States sent a 

strong fleet of warships to the Med- ' 
iterranean. As the frigate Philadel¬ 
phia approached the coast of Tripoli, 
it foundered on uncharted rocks. The 
pirates took over the vessel and im¬ 
prisoned its crew. 

When Commodore Edward Preble, 
commander of the United States fleet 
- 1 irned of the Philadel- 

e realized that the 
frigate * 
Philadeli 

tured. Only a surpris 
burn, the ship might , 
mission would be very dangerous 
cause it would have to be comple 
right under the enemies’ guns. Bu 
the Philadelphia were not destroy 

pirates --tjjjj'- Hg—3 *■ 

Decatur, Catalano and eight or 
men stayed on deck disguised as 
- Everyone else Mediterrs 

hid from ._0_. 
crammed below decks with the pow- 
’ar and explosives which would fire 

Philadelphia. Repair crews were i 
.-1- ~~i the frigate, fixing the^br 

;n timbers. Someone hailed.the little 
itch. 
Catalano answered, “We have lost 

er. Then the wind shifted, and the 
anxious Americans aboard the In- 
.themselves drifting' 
directly in front of the loaded gi 
of the Philadelphia. 

Suddenly, one of the pirates sp 

Iphia was too badly damaged 
- well guarded to be recap- 

her thirty-eight big guns on the 

ed, “Boarders away!” The Ai 
sprang from their hiding places? auu 
scrambled aboard the frigate. 

The surprised pirates did not even 

the rest jumped overboard and swam 
to safety. Twenty minutes after the 
attack began th~ —■ te Philadelphia was 



A SMALL CASE OF FORGERY 

In 1777, an English reverend stood 
in a cart under a tree. He removed 
his hat and wig. A cap was pulled 
over his head and a noose placed 
around his neck. The hangman struck 
the horse. The cart lurched away. 

The Reverend Doctor William Dodd 
had been hanged to death in London, 
England, for forging the signature 
of the Earl of Chesterfield to a bond 
for 4,200 pounds. 

Dr. Dodd, the son of a clergyman, 
became a curate in 1751 at the age of 
twenty-two. By 1763, he was known 
as a writer, editor, anthologist and 
gifted preacher. He was appointed 
chaplain to the King of England, 
George III, and tutor to the godson 
and heir of the, Earl of Chesterfield. 

Dr. Dodd was admired by the fash¬ 
ionable set in his congregation. His 
sermons brought much applause. But 
Dr. Dodd was also known for his ex¬ 
travagant taste. He was always in 
debt 

In 1774, it was discovered by a high 
government official that Mrs. Dodd 
had used bribery to have her. husband 
appointed to a wealthy church. In the 
face of ridicule, Dr. Dodd left Eng¬ 
land for Switzerland. Here, his for¬ 
mer pupil, now the fifth Earl of 
Chesterfield, befriended him. 

When Dr. Dodd returned to Lon¬ 
don, he was still in debt. He forged 
the name of his former pupil to a 
bond for 4,200 pounds. He then took 
the bond to a banker, who purchased 
it believing that Dr. Dodd was acting 

for Lord Chesterfield. 
However, the letter “e” in the word 

“seven” on the bond had a large blot 
of ink over it. Thinking this uncom¬ 
mon, the banker concluded that a new 
bond should be written. He prepared 
the clean bond and then took it to Lord 
Chesterfield to be signed. Lord Ches¬ 
terfield was not shocked to learn that 
Dr. Dodd had forged his name to a 
bond. He simply disowned the bond. 

The banker and his assistant got 
a warrant for Dr. Dodd’s arrest and 
went to his house. When questioned 
by them about the bond, Dr. Dodd 
explained he needed money to pay his 
bills. He promptly returned most of 
the money and promised to repay the 
rest. He was assured by the banker 
and Lord Chesterfield that no charges 
would be brought against him. 

However, since there had been a 
rash of forgeries in London, the Lord 
Mayor of London decided to prosecute 
Dr. Dodd. At the trial, Dr. Dodd did 
not deny the forgery. He claimed that 
he was being tried after he had re¬ 
turned the money and been assured 
that he would not be prosecuted if he 
returned it. The jury found him guilty 
but recommended mercy. 

Unfortunately for Dr. Dodd, two 
brothers named Perreau had been 
hung for forgery the previous year. 
To all appeals for mercy in Dr. Dodd’s 
case, the King replied, “If I pardon 
Dodd, I shall have murdered the Per- 
reaus* As a result, Dr. Dodd was 
hanged for forgery. 
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